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JOURNALIST AND HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST JAMES FALLAH WILLIAMS GIVEN LEAVE TO REMAIN  IN UK

Journalist and human rights activist James Fallah-Williams, who stopped his hunger strike a week ago after the UK Border Agency agreed to re-assess his case, has been given discretionary leave to remain in the UK  for three years.

This means he will be able to work and have access to other rights and, when he has spent a total of 14 years in the UK, he can apply for permanent leave to remain. 

On August 1st, James began a hunger strike in protest at the mishandling of his asylum and immigration case and the UKBA's failure to engage with either his solicitor or his MP Andy Burnham. He said he had been “trapped in an immigration limbo for four years.”

James remained on hunger strike for 19 days but called a halt to it last week when the UKBA agreed to look at new evidence submitted by his legal representative.

Welcoming the decision to grant discretionary leave to remain, James said: “I am very pleased that common sense has finally prevailed. I thank all those who have stood by me in the fight for justice. 

“My sincere thanks go to my MP Andy Burnham, the NUJ and Bindman's solicitors, and all those who have campaigned for me, including the human rights organisation RAPAR, the Manchester branch of the NUJ, colleagues in Merseyside and Leeds NUJ, Leeds Asylum Seekers' Support Network, my supporters in Leigh, Manchester and throughout the country, and the hundreds of people who signed my petition and wrote letters to the Home Office on my behalf.

“Many people were involved in this campaign and I want to thank them all. You stood by me because you believe in human rights and justice. Thank you all once again.”

James also had a special word of thanks for journalists who covered his story particularly in the local media - BBC Radio Manchester, Manchester Mule,  the Leigh Journal, Manchester Evening News, Bolton Evening News, Salford City Radio, Salford Star – as well as national and international media.

A spokesperson for RAPAR, the Manchester based human rights organisation where James is a member of the Leadership group, said: “James' many friends at RAPAR  are delighted with this news. He has shown great determination and dignity throughout the campaign - and the 19 days of his hunger strike - in his fight for justice and human rights.”

Chris Rea, Chair of Manchester NUJ branch, added: “James is a valued and well respected member of our branch, we are extremely pleased with this decision and thank all our members, and other NUJ members throughout the country, who have supported him. We would particularly like to thank Chris Morley, Lawrence Shaw and Sam Jones at the NUJ regional office in Manchester for their support.”

NUJ General Secretary Michelle Stanistreet welcomed the news and  added: “I hope James can now get back to living a full life as a valued member of the community.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

More information can be found at:  http://www.rapar.org.uk/james-fallah-williams.html 


A short film about and by James can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/user/RAPARManchester?feature=mhee#p/a/u/0/LedLU3OP2mo 

·         James left Sierra Leone 16 years ago, at the height of the civil war, with the help of British missionaries. He lived in Gambia before coming to the UK in 1998. 

·         James studied and worked in this country, and began writing about the political situation in Sierra Leone. In 2008, he applied for asylum after receiving threats about his articles published in newspapers in Sierra Leone. He was housed in Leigh where, working on a voluntary basis, he set up a community project to support local people and refugees into employment.

·         James was employed by Manchester Refugee Support Network in April 2010 and he worked with a family on a successful landmark case which went to the Asylum Support Tribunal Court in London. Shortly after this, in October last year, his work permit was revoked and 19 days later he was told his asylum claim had been refused. He had to leave his accommodation in Leigh and, since then, has stayed with friends in north Manchester.

·         Following representations from Andy Burnham, the UKBA suggested James apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain. He did so in March this year but the application was refused the following month.

